May 19, 2021

ISRAEL HAS THE RIGHT TO
DEFEND ITSELF

(Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.
Speaker, for 10 days, moms, dads, and
grandparents have been lying awake at
night, waiting for the inevitable warn-
ing call of sirens to pick up their chil-
dren and run to the nearest bomb shel-
ter.

No one should live with this type of
fear. No one should live with the fear
that missiles could rain down and de-
stroy their homes and lives at any mo-
ment. Yet, this is the reality that
many Israeli families are living right
now.

For 10 days, Israel has been defending
itself from attacks launched by Ira-
nian-backed terrorists. Let’s be clear:
Israel has the right to defend herself
and its homeland from terrorist at-
tacks.

Israel is one of the United States’
greatest allies in the Middle East, and
we cannot waver in our support of
Israel during this challenging time.

Today, I am standing with the people
of Israel, and I urge my colleagues to
do the same.

My hope is that peace and calm can
quickly be restored in the region. Until
that happens, we must continue stand-
ing in solidarity with the Nation of
Israel and its people.

————————

ATTACK ON JEWISH PEOPLE IN
LOS ANGELES

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, over
the last 5 years, we have seen a 40 per-
cent increase in anti-Semitic hate
crimes. Most are lone wolf property
crimes, late at night.

But last night in Los Angeles, we saw
something new: organized violence. A
small caravan of SUVs, waving Pales-
tinian flags, drove to a significantly
Jewish neighborhood. Dozens of men,
wearing all black, with faces covered,
disembarked at a restaurant, chanting
“death to the Jews.” They demanded
that diners either answer the question:
“Are you Jewish?” And if they an-
swered ‘‘yes’” or they objected to the
question, they were beaten, some sent
to the hospital.

Nearby, an Orthodox Jew, dressed
distinctively, was chased down by a
caravan waving Palestinian flags. He
ran for his life, and thank God, he
found safety.

The Los Angeles Police Department
will investigate these hate crimes. I
also ask that those who criticize the
Israeli Government to avoid rhetoric
which will infuse these anti-Semites
with the view that they are somehow
part of the American mainstream.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ONGOING TERRORIST ATTACKS
AGAINST THE STATE OF ISRAEL

(Mr. JACKSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express support for one of our
most loyal allies, Israel.

Unlike many of my colleagues across
the aisle, I will not waver in my sup-
port for democracy, and I will not turn
a blind eye to the ongoing terrorist at-
tacks against the State of Israel.

The simple fact is, Israel uses weap-
ons to protect its citizens from ter-
rorism, and Hamas uses its weapons
with the goal of murdering civilians
and annihilating the State of Israel as
a whole.

There is no moral equivalence be-
tween the two, and any attempt to
make Israel out as the aggressor is not
rooted in fact. Israel has the right to
defend itself as a sovereign country.

In 2014, Congress unanimously passed
a Democrat-led resolution condemning
Hamas attacks on Israel after they had
launched approximately 300 rockets.

This time, Hamas has launched over
4,000 rockets into Israel in just 10 days,
yvet, it is not clear to me that Demo-
crats in this House would support a
similar resolution today.

That is a sad and problematic shift.

Congress must continue its support
for U.S. aid to Israel, and Congress
must confront terrorists and their
backers, like Iran.

—————

CRISIS AT THE SOUTHERN
BORDER

(Mr. CAWTHORN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CAWTHORN. Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to recent data from my dis-
trict, the number one concern of my
constituents is the Biden border crisis.
Let me repeat that: The number one
concern of my constituents in North
Carolina is the crisis at our southern
border, over 1,600-miles away.

It is beyond clear that the response
by the Biden administration has not
simply been weak; it has also been
counterproductive. Americans nation-
wide are sensing what the inter-
national community has known for the
past 6 months: Our leaders are not
strong, our border is open, and America
is ripe for the taking.

Fifteen hundred illegal immigrants
cross into our country daily without
ever being tracked, according to border
data. Two Yemeni men on a terror
watchlist were just apprehended at the
border, and this administration has
turned a blind eye to one of our biggest
national security crises in recent his-
tory.

Mr. Speaker, I am disappointed, be-
cause it seems that the political ma-
neuvering of one select class has co-
opted the good of the people. What can
we, as individual Americans, do in the
face of such abject disregard for our
well-being? We can speak out.
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PROMISING ECONOMIC RECOVERY

(Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to highlight Oklahoma’s
efforts to bolster its economy and get
its citizens back to work.

There is no doubt the pandemic
caused not only illness, but major
interruption in our daily lives. Millions
became jobless through no fault of
their own and had to rely on additional
Federal unemployment assistance to
survive.

But today the situation has changed,
Mr. Speaker. We have a rebounding
economy and over 158 million Ameri-
cans have received at least one vaccine
dose. With more than 8 million job
openings nationwide, the time has
come to encourage Americans to get
back to work.

The continued expansion of Federal
assistance is hampering this promising
economic recovery across the country
and in my home State of Oklahoma.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say OKkla-
homa is leading the country’s eco-
nomic recovery by providing $1,200
signing bonuses beginning in June, for
individuals who go back to work and
stay employed for six continuous
weeks. There are over 68,000 job post-
ings in Oklahoma currently, with 7,500
in Oklahoma City alone. These are
good-paying jobs across a variety of in-
dustries, including the energy and
manufacturing sectors. Hundreds of
employers are offering competitive
wages and generous benefits.

————
ANTI-SEMITISM ON THE RISE

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, this is
a very sad time in America. As was dis-
cussed earlier today in debate, we used
to have bipartisan agreements on
things. One of those was when anti-
Semitism was raising its ugly head.
One party here on the floor still speaks
up against, will vote against anti-Se-
mitic statements and call them out for
what they are, and another will not.

I heard my friend across the aisle,
BRAD SHERMAN, just appropriately de-
crying the violence, these anti-Jewish
folks in California, this incident. Well,
that surely could be something we
could once again, come back together
in a bipartisan way and condemn the 40
percent rise in violence against Se-
mitic people. It is time to come to-
gether on that. It will show the world.

——
STAND UP AGAINST HATE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in
this short period of time, I offer several
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